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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is an 
omnibus type claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-13, 15, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rhodes 
(GB 2 369 750). 

As to claim 1, Rhodes discloses a data communications device, comprising: 
a receiver for receiving items of textual information (see Fig. 2), 

a plurality of keys (keys for keypad 3, Fig. 3) each associated with a respective plurality 
of different text characters, the keys being operable by the user to produce an ambiguous key 
sequence corresponding to an item of textual information (page 6, lines 5-25), 

a memory (flash memory 10, Figs. 2, 4) configuration to store different ones of said 
ambiguous key sequences and to associate with each thereof at least one item of textual 
information corresponding to the ambiguous key sequence, 
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a data processor (controller 8) operable in response to the user actuating the keys to 
produce one of the ambiguous key sequences, to retrieve the textual information associated 
therewith from the memory (memory 10) configuration to permit the user to disambiguate the 
key sequence (page 2, line 23 to page 3, line 7), 

wherein the receiver is coupled to the memory configuration, and is operable to identify, 
based on knowledge of the association of text characters to the plurality of keys, an ambiguous 
key sequence corresponding to an item of received textual information, and to store the item of 
received textual information in the memory configuration such that it is associated with the 
identified ambiguous key sequence (page 2, line 23 to page 3, line 7). 

As to claim 2, Rhodes discloses a display device (5, Figs. 2 and 3) to display the text 
items retrieved by the processor (controller 8) so as to enable the key sequence to be 
disambiguated. 

As to claim 3, Fig. 1 of Rhodes discloses a mobile telephone handset. 
As to claim 4, Rhodes discloses the device comprising a PDA (page 1, lines 3-5). 
As to claim 5, Rhodes discloses the received items of textual information are contained in 
a text message (page 5, lines 15-20). 

As to claim 6, Rhodes discloses the text message is an SMS message (page 5, lines 15- 

20). 

As to claim 7, Rhodes discloses the text message is an email message (page 11, lines 30- 

32). 

As to claim 8, Rhodes discloses the device configured for composing and sending text 
message (page 3, lines 12-14, page 5, lines 15-20). 
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As to claim 9, Rhodes discloses the device configured for composing and sending an 
SMS message (page 5, lines 15-20). 

As to claim 10, Rhodes discloses the device configured for composing the sending an e- 
mail (page 11, lines 30-32). 

As to claim 11, Rhodes discloses the items of textual information are individual words 
(page 6, lines 14-19). 

As to claims 12, 13, Figs. 2 and 4 of Rhodes discloses the memory (10) containing a 
dictionary of stored words (disambiguation dictionary 19), and a predictive text editor 
(disambiguation software) coupled to the memory to enable prediction of words input by a user, 
and a receiver for receiving ext messages, characterized in that the receiver selectively stores 
words contained in the text messages in the memory for user by the predictive text editor (see 
Fig. 2, and page 6, lines 5-25). 

As to claim 15, note the discussion of claim 1. Figs. 1-5 of Rhodes disclose a method of 
programming a communication device as claimed. 

As to claim 16, Fig. 6 of Rhodes discloses the method as claimed (see steps 6.5, 6.6 for 
example). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Regina Liang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7693. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8 AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Regina Liang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



